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Smoke Gets in Your Eyes By Caitlin Doughty

A young, hip mortician, who hosts the serious-but-entertaining
web series “Ask a Mortician,” brings us a memoir about her
beginnings in the death industry. But the book is more
consequential than its spin potential, and though it contains
frank descriptions of decay, body fluids and human ashes, it is
ultimately more philosophical than lurid, more cultural critique
than exposé. While the narrative is engaging and even wicked, it
is also the least important element in a work that uses private
experience to illustrate public insight, which in Doughty’s case is
this: By systematically insulating ourselves from death’s physical
manifestations, Americans are deprived emotionally, psycho-
logically, spiritually and — not to be dismissed — financially, in
ways our ancestors would have abhorred.

MAUS: A Survivor’s Tale By Art Speigleman

the complete story of Vladek Spiegelman and his wife, living and
surviving in Hitler's Europe. By addressing the horror of the
Holocaust through cartoons, the author captures the everyday
reality of fear and is able to explore the guilt, relief and extraor-
dinary sensation of survival - and how the children of survivors
are in their own way affected by the trials of their parents. A
contemporary classic of immeasurable significance.

Bossypants By Tina Fey

At last, Tina Fey's story can be told. From her youthful days as a
vicious nerd to her tour of duty on Saturday Night Live; from
her passionately halfhearted pursuit of physical beauty to her
life as a mother eating things off the floor; from her one-sided
college romance to her nearly fatal honeymoon—from the begin-
ning of this paragraph to this final sentence.
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Zombie Spaceship Wasteland By Patton Oswalt

Oswalt combines memoir with uproarious humor, from snow
forts to Dungeons & Dragons to gifts from Grandma that had to
be explained. He remem-bers his teen summers spent working
in a movie Cineplex and his early years doing stand-up. Readers
are also treated to several graphic elements, includ-ing a vam-
pire tale for the rest of us and some greeting cards with a special
touch. Then there’s the book’s centerpiece, which posits that be-
fore all young creative minds have anything to write about, they
will home in on one of three story lines: zom-bies, spaceships, or
wastelands.

On Writing By Stephen King

Part memoir, part master class by one of the bestselling authors
of all time, this superb volume is a revealing and practical view
of the writer's craft, comprising the basic tools of the trade every
writer must have. King's advice is grounded in his vivid memo-
ries from childhood through his emergence as a writer, from his
struggling early career to his widely reported near-fatal accident
in 1999 -- and how the inextricable link between writing and liv-
ing spurred his recovery. Brilliantly structured, friendly and in-
spiring, "On Writing" will empower and entertain everyone who

reads it -- fans, writers, and anyone who loves a great story well
told.

Brother, I’'m Dying By Edwidge Danticat

From the age of four, Edwidge Danticat came to think of her un-
cle Joseph, a charismatic pastor, as her “second father,” when
she was placed in his care after her parents left Haiti for a better
life in America. And so she experiences a jumble of emotions
when, at twelve, she joins her parents in New York City. She is at
last reunited with her two youngest brothers, and with her
mother and father, whom she has struggled to remember. But
she must also leave behind Joseph and the only home she’s ever
known.




